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e \ ~ g~ iolence within the home can tear

families apart and leave family

members feeling like victims in the one

place we should all feel safe. Currently,
Alberta has one of the highest rates of family
violence in Canada and the spousal homicide rates
are also significantly higher than the national
average. This month, tholl Stationasked
Edmontonians for their thoughts, opinions and
concerns regarding this serious issue.

have known someone who required shelter
services.

To begin, respondents were asked to rate their
level of concern on a scale of 1 to 5, where 1
meant not at all concerned and 5 meant extreme_ﬁ/1 o rr

concerned. Respondents provided an average The White Ribbon Campaign is an effort amon
rating of 4.5 overall, with 87 percent of men working to end men'’s violence against
respondents providing a h|gh rating of 4 or 5. women. By wearing the white rlbbon, the .Weare
When asked why they think Alberta has such highakes a personal pledge never to commit,
rates of family violence, 41 percent were unsurecondone, nor remain silent about violence agai
what the causes were. Some of the more frequeffPmen. When male respondents were asked if
theories provided by respondents included a  they had ever participated in the White Ribbon
lenient justice system, insufficient social servicesCampaign, only four percent (or two responden

substance abuse1 low income or pover‘ty1 and said they had worn the ribbon or VOIunteered,
stress. while 62 percent had not, and 34 percent said t

had never heard of the campaign.

Finally, respondents were asked if there was
anything else they felt could be done to reduce
incidence of family violence in Alberta. Although
half of all respondents did not provide any othel
suggestions, frequently mentioned ideas includs
harsher sentences for abusers (14 percent), mc
public awareness and education of the issue in
Saidmore  More Social ~ Saidmore  Said stronger Said providing  Said greater general (13 percent), increased SuppOI’t for

beds should Servicesand  helpfrom  sentancesto  more support from f . -

be provided  counseling police abusersis  information all levels of ShelterS and pl’OteCtlon agenC|eS (f|Ve percent),

inshelters  should be is needed needed inschools  government

provided seeded sreeted  ANC Specifically educating children about family

Next, respondents were asked what they feel cayolence and what to do when it happens in the
be done to keep women and children who are ifhfome (four percent).
danger safe. Almost one-third (29 percent) ) .
indicated that more beds should be provided in Mayor Mandel has proclaimed November Fami
shelters, while 22 percent said more social Violence Prevention Montirtworks by victims
services such as counseling and help lines shouff violence are on display at City Hall all month.
be made available. Other frequently mentioned ) )
responses included providing more help from  ThePoll Stationsurveyed 100 City of Edmonton
police (21 percent), handing down stronger residents on the topic and, while the results of
sentences to abusers (17 percent), having moreresearch are not statistically reliable, they do
information available in schools (16 percent), an@rovide a qualitative indication of what
having greater support from all levels of govern- Edmontonians are thinkingl
ment (10 percent).
When asked what the most important services_inda Banister is a certified management
are that need to be offered by women'’s shelters,consultant and the owner of Banister Research
almost two-thirds (64 percent) felt that counselin@Consulting Inc., a full service provider of market
and support services were most important. This research and program evaluation services. If y
was followed by in-home residential services (33have a question you would like included in the
percent), education on family violence and Edmontonians Pgltontact Linda at
spousal abuse (32 percent), and provision of a 780.451.4444 or e-mail at
safe and protective environment (22 percent).  Ibanister@edmontonians.com For further
Forty-two percent of respondents indicated thdgformation on the firm visit banister.ab.ca.
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