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n any other year, right about now,
throughout the city and across the nation,
families would be gathering every evening
— around their television sets to watch 16
teams battle each other for Lord Stanley’s Cup.
This year is not like any other year. For the first
time in the history of professional sport in

North America, an entire season has been
cancelled due to a labour dispute. This month
Poll Stationasked Edmontonians what they
thought of the NHL lockout, the effect it is
P, having on the City and what they feel is in store
LA B for the future.

-

watched it once a week. Fewer respondents said the
watched once a month (17 percent), once every twc

To begin, respondents were asked, on a scale of 1 ¥eeks (eight percent), two to four times a week (14

5, with 1 being not at all important and 5 being percent), or five times a week or more (six percent).

extremely important, how important professional

hockey and the Edmonton Oilers are to the City of

Edmonton. The majority of respondents (59 percent

felt it was important to the City and provided a ratindéeSDOndents were asked what other sports they

of either 4 or 5, with a mean rating of 3.6. watch more of on television beca}use _of the NHL
Those who indicated hockey was important to thdock-out. The most popular mentions included

City said they felt this way because they bring a lardeotball (34 percent), basketball (18 percent), and

economic aspect to the City (53 percent), a lot of 9olf (18 percent). Over half (53 percent) reported no

people like hockey and Edmonton is a hockey city Watching any other sports on television. When askex

(27 percent), and they give City pride and are a ma}Uhat cher activities they partake in |'nstead of '

part of Edmonton and its history (20 percent). Thos&vatching hockey, respondents mentioned spending

who said it is unimportant felt this way because ~ more time with the family (33 percent), going to the

professional hockey has a small economic impact gmovies (23 percent), and going out to dinner (17

the City (27 percent), they don't follow hockey or thd€ercent).

Oilers (20 percent) and because they believe the

players are greedy and are paid too much (17 y .
percent). Finally, respondents were asked to rate a series of

guestions regarding the future of professional hocke
on a 1 to 5 scale, with 1 meaning not at all likely anc
5 meaning extremely likely. Respondents, overall, fe
it was most likely that the season will start next year,
but be delayed (mean=3.0), followed by the next
season starting on schedule (mean=2.7). Responde
felt it would be less likely that there would be no
hockey at all next year (mean=2.0), or that the NHL
would fold and a new league would be formed
(mean=2.2).

Percentage

Poll Stationsurveyed 100 City of Edmonton

- 6% 2% residents on the topic and, while the results of the
research are not statistically reliable, they do provide

Attended Attended Attended Attended a qualitative indication of what Edmontonians are

no games between between between L
[ast season 1-5 games 6-10 games 11-25 games th |nk|ng 4

When asked how often they attended Edmonton

Oilers’ games last season, 39 percent said between

one to five games, while only six percent go to six teinda Banister is a certified management consultant
10 games, and two percent attend 11 to 25 games.aa the owner of Banister Research & Consulting
respondents said they attend all Oilers’ games, andinc., a full service provider of market research and
over half (53 percent) indicated they did not attend program evaluation services. If you have a question
any games. Respondents were then asked how oftgou would like included in tHedmontonians Paqll

they watched hockey, in general, on television last contact Linda at 780.451.4444 or e-mail at

season. Over one-third (34 percent) stated they doritfanister@edmontonians.com For further

watch hockey on television, while 22 percent information on the firm visit banister.ab.ca.




