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| anada’s National Parks are a source of

pride from coast to coast. These vast

areas of land capture the sheer beauty

of the country, while maintaining
natural areas that are representative of the unique
Canadian eco-system. They have been protected
for public understanding, appreciation and
enjoyment, while being maintained in a pristine
state for future generations. This month, Bl
Stationasked Edmontonians for their thoughts
and opinions regarding the status of national
parks in Canada today.

were unsure. Those who agreed with the user f
indicated the fees help pay the wages of park
wardens and staff, maintain the park and provic
services within the park, and agreed with payin
as long as the fees were reasonable. Those wr
disagreed with the idea of user fees said that
visiting the parks is already too expensive and t
costs should be covered by taxes, and that use

- fees reduce access to the parks by those with
Said they visited Said they visited Said they never visit

Nation Parks once amonth  Nation Parks once a year Nation Parks Iower incomes-

To begin, respondents were asked to indicate howR€spondents were asked to rate on a scale ¢
often they visit the national parks in Alberta. ~ ©ne to five, where one means “very important”
About one-quarter of respondents (26 percent) and five means “not at all important”, how

said they visit these parks once a month or mordmportant the national parks are to Alberta. On
while 60 percent said they visit about once a yed#/erage, respondents provided a very high ratir
Only 14 percent said they never visit Alberta’s ~Of importance; the mean rating was 1.2 out of
national parks. Jasper ranked as the favourite ~ five, with 80 percent of respondents providing a
national park for the majority of respondents (54rating of one, or very important, and 15 percent

Percentage

14%

percent), followed by Banff (31 percent), providing a rating of two, or some_what importar
Waterton Lakes (nine percent) and Elk Island (sixWo percent of respondents provided a neutral
percent). rating of three and only one percent rated natiol

Respondents were asked what activities they Parks as five, or not at all important.
most like to take part in while at the park of their  The majority of respondents (62 percent)
choice. The most frequently mentioned activity thought the federal government should create
was hiking or cycling (61 percent), followed by Mmore national parks in Canada, while 28 percet
camping (30 percent). Other popular activities ~Were content with the current number of parks,
included Sk”ng or snowboarding (28 percent)1 and 10 percent were unsure. Those WhO felt m«
sightseeing or touring (28 percent), and just beingarks should be developed were asked if they t

outdoors and enjoying nature (21 percent). any suggestions for a new national park in
Shopping (11 percent), going to museums or ~ Canada. While a variety of ideas was mentione
historical sites (five percent), golfing (five the most frequently mentioned were a park in
percent) and going to the hot springs (four Canada’s far north, the Drumheller region of
percent) were also mentioned. Alberta, BC's David Thompson Reglon, Ontario

and a prairies’ park.

ThePoll Stationsurveyed 100 City of Edmonton
residents on the topic and, while the results of t
research are not statistically reliable, they do
provide a qualitative indication of what
Edmontonians are thinkingl
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Linda Banister is a certified management
consultant and the owner of Banister Research
Fel hat Parks Canada Felihat Parks Canada and Consulting Inc., a full service provider of
ge a userfee should not chargeauser . .

for access to parks fee for access (0 parks market research and program evaluation servici
When asked if they felt Parks Canada should  If you have a question you would like included i
charge a user fee for accessing the country’s  theEdmontonians Pglcontact Linda at
national parks, the majority of respondents agreé®0.451.4444 or e-mail at
that it should (63 percent), while 36 percent felt Ibanister@edmontonians.com. For further
there should not be user fees and one percent information on the firm visit www.banister.ab.ca.




